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EC targets at least 75 pct turnou

By Irene C s
reporters@theborneopost.com

KUCHING: The Election
Commission istargetingan
overall voter turnout for
the April 16 polls at
between 75 and 80 per cent,
as compared to 63 per cent
in 2006.

Its state director Datu
Takun Suggah told
reporters yesterday that
none of the 213 candidates
vying for the 71 seats
withdrew their candidacy
when the 3-day grace
period expired yesterday.

Takunsaid campaigning
had thus far gone on
smoothly except for one
complaint received two
days ago.

“The opposition
_requested that both the
Prime Minister and Chief
Minister’s photos be
removed but it (request)
was rejected as they are
national andstateleaders,”
he said during a ballot
paper handing over

The opposition requested that both the Prime
Minister and Chief Minister’s photos be removed
but it (request) was rejected as they are national

and state leaders.

Datu Takun Suggah, Election Commission state director

ceremony at Percetakan
Nasional Malaysia Berhad
(PNMB office here
yesterday.

The ballot papers for the
10th state election were
printed by PNMB.

The managingdirector of
PNMB, Izham Yusoff, who
was also present, said that
PNMB was able to handle
and deliver the high
volume security printing
job due to a relatively
big investment made last
year.

It had invested almost
RM5 million to purchase
high technology printing
machines to improve the
capability and quality of
PNMB Kuching’s print
products, he said.

Currently, PNMB
Kuching not only offers
offset and digital printing
services, but also offers
security printing, variable
data printing, digital
imaging and archiving.

“PNMB is proud to be
given the trust to
undertake high level
security printingjobssuch
as this. This year, PNMB is
expecting revenue growth
from its security printing
business in line with the
growing market needs;
especially from the public
sector,” said Izham.

PNMB is currently
the largest printing
company in Malaysia,
operating in 12 locations
nationwide.

COMPLETED ON SCHEDULE: Izham (second right) presents to Takun the printed ballot papers at PNMB
office in Kuching yesterday.
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NASIONAL

Kertas undi 213 calon dicetak

Tiada tarik diri selepas tempoh berakhir kelmarin bukei demokrasi terus subur

UCHING: Pilihan ra-
ya negeri ke-10, Sabtu
ini bakal menyaksi-
kan semua 213 calon, terma-
suk 41 atas tiket Bebas ber-
tanding apabila tiada calon
menarik diri selepas tempoh
berbuat demikian berakhir
tengah malam kelmarin, se-
kali gus membuktikan kesu-
buran demokrasi masih ke-
kal di negara ini.
Sehubungan itu, Pengarah
Suruhanjaya Pilihan Raya
(SPR) Sarawak, Datuk Takun
Sunggah, berkata cetakan

“ Secara keseluruhan
kempen pilihan raya
berjalan lancar,
kecuali sedikit
bantahan segelintir
pihak yang mahu
poster Perdana
Menteri, dan Ketua
Menteri Sarawak,
diturunkan”

Takun Sunggah
Pengarah SPR Sarawak
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Pilihan Ra
Sarawak

kertas undi dilakukan seperti
dirancang mengandungi na-
ma semua calon dengan pro-
ses undi pos bermula Rabu
ini untuk polis, manakala Ra-
bu dan Khamis bagi tentera.
Semalam juga, Percetakan
Nasional Malaysia Berhad
(PNMB) siap mencetak 18,363
kertas undi bagi proses undi
pos yang kemudian diserah-
kan secara simbolik oleh Pe-
ngarah Urusan PNMB, Iz
ham Yusoff kepada Takun.
SPR akan mengagihkan
kertas undi itu ke kem ten-
tera dan balai polis hari ini,
manakala khidmat pos akan
digunakan untuk mengirim
kertas berkenaan kepada 34
pelajar di luar negara.
Mengenai perjalanan kem-
pen pilihan raya, Takun ber-
kata, secara keseluruhan
proses itu berjalan lancar, ke-

BENDERA dan poster parti menghiasi simpang jalan Patinggan ke pusat bandar menjelang Pilihan
Raya Dewan Undangan Negeri Sarawak Ke-10, Sabtu ini. s

cuali sedikit bantahan sege-
lintir pihak yang mahu pos-
ter Perdana Menteri, Datuk
Seri Najib Razak dan Ketua
Menteri Sarawak, Tan Sri
Taib Mahmud diturunkan.
“Bagaimanapun, poster
Perdana Menteri dan Ketua
Menteri boleh ditampal di ma-

na-mana kawasan kerana me-
reka adalah pemimpin ke-
bangsaan dan negeri,” kata-
nya.

Sementara itu, bagi penga-
nalisis politik, Dr Sivamuru-
gan Pandian, bilangan calon
Bebas yang ramai bertan-
ding kali ini menunjukkan

kesuburan demokrasi sistem
politik negara dengan faktor
politik Semenanjung mung- |
kin diambil kira oleh calon
Bebas di negeri ini untuk ke-
kal bertanding, terutama ke-
rana ada calon Bebas mampu .
menang pada pilihan raya
umum lalu. '
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